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(From 9.30: Committee of the Regions, Room VMA1)

Cohesion Policy as an instrument to achieve
sustainable territorial development

Cohesion policies must provide a harmonious development of European
Territories but also equality and efficiency in these territories. It must help local
authorities to deal with their own specific challenges.

The European Union's cohesion policy has made it possible to implement a great
many projects at local level in many fields.

Local intermediate Governments, as legitimate authorities of proximity, have the
ability and the means to ensure real sustainable development in full compliance
with the objectives of European Union Cohesion Policy.

The European provinces are relevant actors to contribute to an increase territorial
cooperation between urban and rural areas. As a matter of fact, provinces fight
against social and territorial division ensuring access to basic services and shared
facilities for all.

The European Confederation of Local Intermediate Authorities (CEPLI)
has decided to dedicate its 2018 political conference to the concrete results of
the EU's cohesion policy for sustainable territorial development and will give the
floor to local actors.

Mr. Karl-Heinz Lambertz, President of the Committee of the Regions, will
outline the contours of the future of the Cohesion policy. Several initiatives have
already been taken by the CoR to promote a Cohesion policy more visible,
stronger and effective, including #CohesionAlliance initiative.

Best practices of the European local authorities related to energy saving,
sustainable mobility, biodiversity, or development of rural areas will be presented
by CEPLI members. These projects are backed by intermediate governments and
receive european funds.

The purpose of this conference is to demonstrate that Cohesion Policy represents
a real added-value for local intermediate authorities. It is also important to
highlight the expertise of these authorities in the management of funds intended
to support territories development.



