
1 
 

 
  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

EUROPEAN CONFEDERATION OF LOCAL INTERMEDIATE AUTHORITIES - CEPLI  
 

POLITICAL CONFERENCE 
 

“SUBSIDIARITY ON TRIAL: THE CHANGING FACE OF COHESION POLICY” 
 

Hanover, 20th May 2025 

Region Hannover Headquarter, Hildesheimer Str. 18 

08:30 am – 01:15 pm 

Languages: DE, ES, FR, IT, PL, RO 

 

Moderator: Nicolas REYNES, Partenalia 

 
 

DRAFT AGENDA 
 

 

 

8:30-9:30 Welcome Coffee and Registration  

9:30-9:45 OPENING  

 

• Steffen KRACH, President of Hanover Region 
 

• André VIOLA, President of CEPLI, Assembly of French Departments, Aude County, 
France 
 

• Dr. Kay RUGE, designated National Secretary General, German County 
Association/Deutscher Landkreistag, Berlin 
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09:45 – 11:00 

SESSION I: PRIORITY TO EUROPE: COHESION AND CURRENT CHALLENGES 

In an ever-changing world, Europe stands at a crossroads, needing to adapt to complex 

challenges and reaffirm its fundamental values. 

European cohesion has always been the cornerstone upon which the European Union was 

built. Through cooperation and solidarity, we have overcome seemingly insurmountable 

obstacles and constructed a community of states and territories that promotes peace, 

prosperity, and human rights. However, in the current context, we face new challenges that 

test the resilience of this cohesion. 

From the climate crisis to migration, from digital transformation to geopolitical tensions, Europe 

must find common solutions and strengthen its unity. In this context, it is essential to discuss 

our priorities and identify strategies that allow us to effectively respond to current challenges. 

Effective governance at multiple levels—local, provincial, regional, national, and European—

is crucial for addressing these challenges. We must ensure that policies are coordinated and 

that decisions are made with the involvement of all stakeholders. This multi-level approach will 

enable us to harness the strengths of each level of governance and creates progress oriented 

synergies and ensures Europes internal cohesion. 

 

Keynote:    
 
Raffaele FITTO, Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms, European Commission 
(Video) 

 

Speakers: 

• Jakub WAWRZYNIAK, Minister Counsellor at the Polish Embassy in Germany for the  
Polish EU-Presidency 

 

• Luca MENESINI, European Committee of Regions, COTER Commission 
 

• André VIOLA, representative of the Assembly of French Departments (ADF), President 
of CEPLI 
 

• Maria del MAR LOPEZ, Provincial Councilor, Diputación Provincial de Almería for the 
Association of Spanish Provinces (FEMP) 
 

• Dr. Kay RUGE,  designated National Secretary General, German County 
Association/Deutscher Landkreistag, Berlin 

 

Debate (15 min) 

 

11:00-11:15 Networking Coffee break:  
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11:15 -11:30  Keynote - Scientific View on Cohesion Policy  

Wiktor SZYDAROWSKI, director ESPON EGTC 

 

11:30 – 12:45 

SESSION II: THE INTERMEDIATE LEVEL: WHERE SUBSIDIARITY, TERRITORIAL RESILIENCE AND 

LOCAL PARTNERSHIP CONVERGE FOR POLICY SUCCESS 

Intermediate level of governance as “Provinces” or “Departements” or “Landkreise” plays an 

important role in translating cohesion policy visions into tangible benefits for people.   

At this level, they have a precise overview of socio-economic or structural development deficits 

that can be addressed with tailor-made projects. Thus, the Local Intermediate Level  contribute 

significantly to the success of EU-cohesion policy and the competitiveness of their companies.  

At this level, the convergence of subsidiarity, territorial resilience, and local partnership 

principle creates a dynamic environment where policy success is not just possible but 

probable. By embracing subsidiarity, we ensure that decisions are informed by local knowledge 

and tailored to local needs. Through a focus on territorial resilience, we build robust provinces 

capable of withstanding and adapting to a range of challenges. And by fostering local 

partnerships, we cultivate a collaborative spirit that drives innovation, competitiveness and 

shared commitment to policy goals. 

We will delve into these themes, sharing insights and case studies that illustrate the power of 

this convergence.  

Speakers: 

• Florian MARIN, co-rapporteur, ECO section, European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) 
 

• Luca MENESINI, Committee of the Regions - President of the PES Group and BRASS-
G Subsidiarity component 

 

• Bartolomé NOFUENTES LOPEZ, President of Partenalia, EC Special Advisor of EU 
funds to eastern Europe 

 

• Alin-Adrian NICA, representative of the National Union of County Councils of Romania 
(UNCJR), provincial councilor, Timiş Provincial Council (online) 

 

• Gianni LORENZETTI, representative of the Italian Provinces Association (UPI), 
President of UPI Toscana 
 

• Dr. Grzegorz KUBALSKI, representative of the Association of Polish Counties (ZPP)  
 

• Vasile SECRIERU, President of the Union of Moldavian Provincial Councils (UCRM) 
 

Debate (15 min) 
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13:00 -13:15 CLOSING REMARKS AND CEPLI POLITICAL DECLARATION  

• André VIOLA, President, CEPLI  

• Cordula DRAUTZ, Vice-President, Hanover Region 
 

13:15 – 14:30 Networking Lunch  

 


