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The European Confederation of Local Intermediate Authorities (Confédération
Européenne des Pouvoirs Locaux Intermédiaires, CEPLI) is the first and only European
confederation of National associations of local intermediate authorities and associated
networks. CEPLI intends to be a model of cooperation and exchange to the benefit of
its members and Europe. It aims to become a recognized partner of European
institutions, other European, national and mondial associations.

The second Political Conference of CEPLI members and associated networks has taken
place in Budapest (12" and 13" of November) where it has been discussed about how
local intermediate authorities (LIAs) are tackling the economical, social and territorial
challenges face to the current crisis.

European citizens are aware that the European Union is experiencing a crisis at
different levels, which is far graver than previous situations. Within this context, we
want to acknowledge the crucial role that local intermediate authorities are playing in
ensuring territorial, economical and social cohesion.

The tsunami of the financial and economic crisis has put a halt to economic and social
development in EU Member States, having severe consequences for social stability.
Achieving the targets of the Lisbon Strategy will be increasingly difficult, taking into
account the unemployment rates and the decrease of the GDP.

Local Intermediate Authorities (LIAs) can play a key role in providing immediate
answers to the needs of the population and their territories. The knowledge they have
because of their proximity and their critical mass makes them able to act in the most
appropriate and efficient way.

In the current context, the structuring and cohesive role of local authorities is clearer
than ever before. Local authorities are having to face the social consequences of the
crisis and cope with a decline in economic development.

They are perfectly aware of the fact that they must react and concentrate on the
implementation of actions to help citizens face this economic and social crisis.

LIAs are carrying out innovative initiatives in order to fight the effects of the crisis at
local level. This confirms that they have a great reaction and mobilisation capacity in
response to a wide range of challenges.
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Besides ad-hoc measures, they are investing in education, vocational training,
innovation, renewable energies, climate changes, efficiency and sustainability. They
invest increasingly in policies aiming at maintaining and generating new jobs both at
the short and mid term.

All these policies carried out by LIAs guarantee a sustainable level of social and
territorial cohesion. Approaches of the local intermediate authorities may be different
throughout Europe, as well as those of local and even national authorities. This
diversity is the very essence of decentralization and the condition for the
implementation of the subsidiarity principle, as a clear example of multilevel
governance.

CEPLI wants to highlight that, though LIAs will keep on working for citizens and
territories to overcome the crisis. There is a risk for them of not longer being able to
provide basic services if they have to assume additional costs without an appropriate
funding. Therefore member states and the EU should provide local governments with
the necessary financial resources, ensuring their direct involvement in defining the
most appropriate strategies and policies.

Finally, CEPLI wants to highlight that in times of crisis it is more important than ever
to ensure territorial cooperation as an instrument to face the crisis and reduce the
impact of its effects on citizens. This is a way of adding value to competitivity and the
potentialities of European territories. European Networks of local authorities are a key
instrument to ensure the cohesion and diminish the territorial and economical
imbalances within Europe. Moreover, Local intermediate powers have the proximity to
and the critical mass required to act as a bridge between citizens and European
institutions.
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