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Dear CoR Members, dear colleagues and friends,

I would like to express my utmost solidarity with you and your communities during this difficult time.

Despite the constraints due to the Coronavirus pandemic, the works of European Committee of the Regions continue,
even if in a more restricted capacity. Yesterday, we held the Conference of Presidents (CoP) meeting via video conference
with two objectives: to decide on the functioning of our institution while protecting members and staff; and to exchange
views on the main concrete actions that the CoR could take to help regional and local authorities tackle the current crisis.

This emergency requires us to be united and to act responsibly. In this context, the CoP decided to cancel several meetings
in order to respect Belgian and other Member states' restrictions on citizens' movement and gathering. Concerning the
CoR concrete actions, many Presidents of regions and mayors asked me to establish a platform that allows EU local and
regional leaders to share their needs and views on common solutions to the Coronavirus pandemic. | have immediately
started developing this idea, and yesterday the CoP endorsed a CoR Action Plan on Coronavirus that aims to:

1) propose an EU Health Emergency Mechanism, not as a new fund but as a synergy tool to streamline resources from
national, regional/local and European levels. The mechanism would support local leaders to provide health services and
materials to hospitals and schools, hire medical staff, buy medical devices and support intensive care services;

2) make available an exchange platform to foster mutual support and exchange on challenges and solutions in order
to help local and regional leaders and provide practical information across Europe;

3) provide valuable feedback from a local and regional angle to the EU institutions and Member States on how to
address the health, social and economic aspects of the pandemic and their impacts on the people;

4) provide regular and practical information to local and regional authorities on EU policy, finance and programmes
aimed at addressing the crisis;

5) facilitate a reality check on the ground of the EU's measures to fight the pandemic by gathering and analysing
evidence to improve EU policies based on the experiences of the local and regional level (providing a policy health check).

In view of the above-mentioned points, | invite you to contribute to the exchange platform, provided of course that
your very busy schedule will allow it during this heavy period. Your contribution would allow the CoR to make
available relevant stories, possible solutions and responses to other regional and local leaders facing similar challenges.
Please share your needs and requests to be addressed at EU level, or for which the experience of other regions and cities
across Europe could be of help. To kick-off the exchange, you can address all your contributions, personal
experiences, ideas, proposals, video messages and feedback on the EU responses to the Coronavirus to:
covidl9@cor.europa.eu. A feedback mechanism will be available for all your contributions.

I will remain in contact with you to work together, while relying on the support of our administration. I will also inform
the other EU institutions and Member States on our ideas and invite them to join our efforts to secure our people's health.

Yours sincerely,

Apostolos TZITZIKOSTAS

Rue Belliard/Belliardstraat 101 1040 Bruxelles/Brussel | BELGIQUE/BELGIE | Tel. +32 2282 2314 president.cor@cor.europa.eu
www.cor.europa.eu | 2 @EU_CoR | [ /european.committee.of the.regions | [ /european-committee-of-the-regions


mailto:covid19@cor.europa.eu

